QMETRO WEST

COLLABORATIVE DEVELOPMENT

Lexington AHT Pilot Rental Assistance
Program Guidelines

Program Overview

The Lexington Affordable Housing Trust (AHT) Pilot Rental Assistance Program (Lex PRAP) is a short-term
rental assistance program for Lexington residents administered by Metro West CD. The program provides
up to 6 months of rental assistance for rent-burdened households (those paying more than 30% of gross
income on rent plus, for tenant-paid utilities, an allowance based on Lexington Housing Authority utility
allowances).

o Lex PRAP will provide assistance equal to the difference between current rent plus, if applicable, a
utility allowance, and 30% of a household’s gross income.

Example:

Monthly Gross Income: $5000

30% of gross Income: $1500

Rent: $1500

Utility Allowance: $100

Housing Costs: Rent plus Utility Allowance: $1600

Difference between 30% of income and housing costs: $100

Award: $100/month for 6 months paid directly to landlord

e Lex PRAP does not pay for rent that is in arrears.

e |exPRAP is a 6-month pilot program funded by the Lexington Affordable Housing Trust.

Household Eligibility

Eligible Household

A “household” shall mean an individual or two or more persons who regularly live in the unit as their
principal residence and who are related by blood, marriage, law, or who have otherwise evidenced a stable
inter-dependent relationship.

An eligible household is one that:
¢ |s burdened by housing costs, such that rent plus utility allowance, based on Lexington Housing
Authority utility allowances require more than 30% of household income by at least $50/month.
e Earns less than 80% of Area Median Income ** See below

*Households currently receiving direct rental assistance (payments made to landlords on behalf of the tenant)
from Lexington Human Services, the Residential Assistance for Families in Transition program (RAFT) or
Lexington Housing Assistance Board (LexHAB) are not eligible for this program.

Households who are eligible for such assistance may be required to pursue those resources prior to being
considered for this program.
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Income and Asset Eligibility

The total current gross income of the applicant and all other members of the applicant’s household aged
eighteen (18) and over may not exceed 80% of the Area Median Income for the Boston-Cambridge-Quincy,
MA area adjusted for family size.

Household 1 person 2 person 3 person 4 person 5 person 6 person 7 person 8 person

Max. Income

o $96,000 | $109,700 | $123,400 | $137,100 | $148,100 | $159,050 | $ 170,050 $ 181,000
Limit 80% AMI

Rent Qualifications
The program will not assist households whose rent is above the following maximum

Studio 1BR 2BR 3BR

Max Rent $2810 $3210 $ 3609 $4009

Two-Step Application Process*
Step 1
o All potential participants must complete a preliminary application and attach requested
documents. Only completed applications will be processed and moved to the next step.

Step 2
e Once a pre-application is deemed complete, households will be asked to submit additional
documentation. The step will include:

e Submission of additional income verification, rent documentation, utility documentation (if
applicable), and other information requested to confirm eligibility

¢ |f confirmed to be income eligible, participant will sign a Tenant Participation Agreement
e Metro West CD will collect Landlord Participation Agreement directly from landlord

Complete applications will be accepted and processed in the order they are received. Awards will be given
to eligible households on a first come, first served basis for as long as funds are available.

*Submission of a completed application is not a guarantee of assistance.
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Application Assistance
e Applications are available on Metro West CD’s website, the Trust’s website, at various Town offices,
and through area nonprofit organizations.

e Itis preferable that applications be submitted online but will also be accepted on paper via US
Postal Service.

e Assistance with the submission of the application is available to those with limited computer
access.

e Applicants have the right to request reasonable accommodation(s), which may include a change to
a procedure or practice to afford a person with a disability an equal opportunity to participate fully

in the housing program.

e Freelanguage assistance is available to households with limited English proficiency.

The Town of Lexington, the Lexington Affordable Housing Trust and Metro West CD do not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, familial status, sex, age, marital status, children,
sexual orientation, genetic information, gender identity, ancestry, or veteran/military status or membership.
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